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Question 2.
(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.)

In the introduction to her book Poison Penmanship: The Gentle Art of Muckraking, investigative journalist Jessica
Mitford (1917-1996) confronts accusations that she is a “muckraker.” While the term was used by United States
President Theodore Roosevelt in a 1906 speech to insult journalists who had, in his opinion, gone too far in the
pursuit of their stories, the term “muckraker” is now more often used to refer to one who “searches out and publicly
exposes real or apparent misconduct of a prominent individual or business.” With this more current definition in
‘mind, Mitford was ultimately happy to accept the title “Queen of the Muckrakers.”

Do you agree with Mitford's view that it is an honor to be called a “muckraker,” or do you think that journalists who
seatch out and expose real or apparent misconduct go too far in the pursuit of their stories? Explain your position in
a well-written essay that uses specific evidence for support.
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Question 3
(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.)

Read the following excerpt from The Decline of Radicalism (1969) by Daniel J. Boorstin and consider the
implicatons of e disinction Boorsin makes between dissent nd disagreement. Then, using sppropiate

Dissent s the great problem of America today. It overshadows all others. It is
a symptom, an expression, a consequence, and a cause of all others.

Tsay dissent and not disagreement. And it is the distinction between dissent and
disagreement which I really want to make. Disagreement produces debate but dissent
produces dissension. Dissent (which comes from the Latin, dis and sentire) means
originally to feel apart from others.

People who disagree have an argument, but people who dissent have a quarrel. People
‘may disagree and both may count themselves in the majority. But a person who dissents
is by definition in a minority. A liberal society thrives on disagreement but i killed by
dissension. Disagreement is the life blood of democracy, dissension is its cancer.
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Question 3

(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.)

‘The passage below is from The Worst Years of Our Lives by Barbara Ehrenreich. Ehrenreich is writing about life in
the 1980s. Read the passage carefully and then write an essay in which you support, refute, or qualify Ehrenreich’s
assertions about television. Support your argument with appropriate evidence.

Only after many months of viewing did I begin
to understand the force that has transformed the
American people into root vegetables. If you watch
TV for a very long time, day in, day out, you will
begin to notice something eerie and unnatural about
the world portrayed therein. I don’t mean that it is
two-dimensional or lacks a well-developed critique
of the capitalist consumer culture or something
superficial like that. I mean something so deeply
obvious that it's almost scary: when you watch
television, you wil see people doing many things—
chasing fast cars, drinking lite beer, shooting each
other at close range, etc. But you will never see
people watching television. Well, maybe for a second,
before the phone rings or a brand-new, multiracial
adopted child walks into the house. But never really
watching, hour after hour, the way real people do.
‘Way back in the beginning of the television era,
this was not so strange, because real people actually

20 did many of the things people do on TV, even if it
‘was only bickering with their mothers-in-law about
‘which toilet paper to buy. But modem people, ic...
couch potatoes, do nothing that is ever shown on
television (because it s either dangerous or would

25 involve getting up from the couch). And what they
do do—watch television—is far too boring to be
televised for more than a fraction of a second, not
even by Andy Warhol," bless his boredom-proof
little heart.

30 Sowhy do we keep on watching?

* Anist and fimemaker Known for sing repeatd images and for making.
movies dealing with e, boredom, and repeiion

Reprinted by permission of nemational Creaive Managerment Inc.
Copyright © 1991 by Barbara Ehrcneich
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Question 3
(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.)

‘The following passage is from Rights of Man, a book written by the pamphleteer Thomas Paine in 1791. Born in
England, Paine was an intellectual, a revolutionary, and a supporter of American independence from England. Read
the passage carefully. Then write an essay that examines the extent to which Paine’s characterization of America
holds true today. Use appropriate evidence to support your argument.

If there is a country in the world, where concord, according to common calculation, would be
least expected, it is America. Made up, as it is, of people from different nations, accustomed to
different forms and habits of government, speaking different languages, and more different in
their modes of worship, it would appear that the union of such a people was impracticable; but
by the simple operation of constructing government on the principles of society and the rights
of man, every difficulty retires, and all the parts are brought into cordial unison. There, the
‘poor are not oppressed, the rich are not privileged. ... Their taxes are few, because their
‘government is just; and as there is nothing to render them wretched, there is nothing to
engender riots and tumults.
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Question 3
(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.)

In his 2004 book, Status Anxiety, Alain de Botton argues that the chief aim of humorists is not merely to entertain

but “to convey with impunity messages that might be dangerous or impossible to state directly.” Because society

allows humorists to say things that other people cannot or will not say, de Botton sees humorists as serving a vital

function in society.

‘Think about the implications of de Botton’s view of the role of humorists (cartoonists, stand-up comics, satirical

writers, hosts of television programs, etc.). Then write an essay that defends, challenges, or qualifies de Botton’s
claim about the vital role of humorists. Use specific, appropriate evidence to develop your position.

sTOP
END OF EXAM
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Question 3
(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.)

Authors Po Bronson and Ashley Merryman published “The Creativity Crisis” in Newsweek.com in July 2010. They
reported that the Torrance Test, a test of creativity that has been administered to millions of people worldwide in
50 languages, indicates that the public’s “creativity quotient” has steadily crept downward since 1990. In their
article, Bronson and Merryman cite the claim of Professor Kyung Hee Kim at the College of William and Mary:
“It's very clear, and the decrease is very significant” Kim reports that it is the scores of younger children in
America—from kindergarten through sixth grade—for whom the decline is “most serious.”

Bronson and Merryman state that “[t]he potential consequences are sweeping. The necessity of human ingenuity is
undisputed. A recent BM poll of 1,500 CEOs identified creativity as the No. 1 ‘leadership competency’ of the.
future. Yet it’s not just about sustaining our nation’s economic growth. Al around us are matters of national and
international importance that are crying out for creative solutions, from saving the Gulf of Mexico to bringing peace
to Afghanistan to delivering health care. Such solutions emerge from a healthy marketplace of ideas, sustained by a
populace constantly contributing original ideas and receptive to the ideas of others.”

One possible approach to this reputed decline in creati
your school board explaining what you mean by creati
Creativity.

ity is to explicitly teach creative thinking in school. Write to
ity and arguing for or against the creation of a class in
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION
SECTION I
Total time—2 hours

Question 1
(Suggested time—40 minutes. This uestion counts one-third of the total essay section score.)

In his 1998 book Life the Movie: How Entertainment Conquered Reality, Neal Gabler wrote the following.

One does not necessarily have to cluck in disapproval to admit that entertainment
is all the things its detractors say itis: fun, effortless, sensational, mindless, formulaic,
predictable and subversive. In fact, one might argue that those are the very reasons so
many people love it.

At the same time, it is not hard to see why cultural aristocrats in the nineteenth century
and intellectuals in the twentieth hated entertainment and why they predicted, as one
typical nineteenth century critic railed, that its eventual effect would be “to overturn all
‘morality, to poison the springs of domestic happiness, to dissolve the ties of our social
order, and to involve our country in ruin.”

Write a thoughtful and carefully constructed essay in which you use specific evidence to defend, challenge,
or qualify the assertion that entertainment has the capacity to “ruin” society.
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Question 2.

(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts one-third of the total essay section score.)

‘The following passage comes from “The Common Life,” a 1994 essay by the American writer Scott Russell
Sanders. Read the passage carefully and then write an essay that defends, challenges, or qualifies Sanders” ideas
about the relationship between the individual and society in the United States. Use specific evidence to support your

position.

A woman who recently moved from Los Angeles
to Bloomington [Indianal told me that she would not
be able to stay here long, because she was already
beginning to recognize people in the grocery stores,
on the sidewalks, in the library. Being surrounded by
familiar faces made her nervous, after years in a city
where she could range about anonymously. Every
traveler knows the sense of liberation that comes from
journeying to a place where nobody expects anything
of you. Everyone who has gone to college knows the
exhilaration of slipping away from the watchful eyes
of Mom and Dad. We all need seasons of withdrawal

is

E

from responsibility. But if we make a career of being
unaccountable, we have lost something essential to
our humanity, and we may well become a burden or

a threat to those around us. A community can support
a number of people who are just passing through, or
‘who care about no one’s needs but their own: the
ereater the proportion of such people, however, the
‘more vulnerable the community, until eventually it
breaks down. ... Taking part in the common life
‘means dwelling in a web of relationships, the many
threads tugging at you while also holding you upright.
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Question 3
(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.)
From talk radio to television shows, from popular magazines to Web blogs, ordinary citizens, political figures, and

entertainers express their opinions on a wide range of topics. Are these opinions worthwhile? Does the expression of
such opinions foster democratic values?

Write an essay in which you take a position on the value of such public statements of opinion, supporting your view
with appropriate evidence.




