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AP English Language and Composition Free-Response Questions 

Question 1: Synthesis Essay 
 

Directions: The following prompt is based on the accompanying sources. 

 

This question requires you to synthesize a variety of sources into a coherent, well-written essay. 

Synthesis refers to combining the sources and your position to form a cohesive, supported 

argument and accurately citing sources.  Your argument should be central; the sources should 

support this argument.  Avoid merely summarizing sources. 

 

Remember to attribute both direct and indirect citations. 

 

Introduction 

Today, citizenship requires that people be knowledgeable about public issues and possess the 

capacity to work toward solutions by acting together. History records voluntary actions by 

private citizens working together to right injustices, change directions, and pursue benefits for 

the common good. This list includes the abolition of slavery, women’s suffrage, and the civil 

rights movement. In every case, people voluntarily came together with a shared sense of purpose 

for the common good and with the “I.” While a single act of violence or intolerance can affect  

communities of people, they can voice their opinions in nonviolent ways to produce positive 

results. On the otherhand, some people assert that Americans are caring less and less about civic 

duty because there is a loss of community. Because of this loss, civil responsibility and change is 

either diminishing or having intolerant outcomes.  
        

Assignment 

 

Read the following sources carefully. Then, write an essay in which you develop a position on 

individual rights and responsibility to the community. 

 

You may refer to the sources by their titles (Source A, Source B, etc.) or by the descriptions in 

parentheses. 

 

Source A (AARP Survey) 

Source B (Speech by Robert Kennedy) 

Source C (learningtogive.org) 

Source D (Putnam “Bowling Alone”) 

Source E (Journal for Democracy) 

Source F (randomquotes.com) 

Source G (article from Education Next) 

Source H (“Not Your Father’s Disobedience”) 
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Source A 
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Source  B  This is a speech by Robert Kennedy “Ripples of Hope” given to citizens of South 

Africa. 
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Source  C This is a lesson intended to teach children more about civic duty from 

learningtogive.org. 
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Source  D: This is an excerpt from Robert D. Putnam’s book Bowling Alone. 
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Source E 
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Source  F 
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Source G 
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Source H 
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Questions for thought: 

1. What role does the individual play in a community? 

2. What is civic responsibility? 

3. What is the government’s role? 

4. Reflect on the characters, situations, settings, conflicts, themes, 

relationships and examine how communication plays a role in the 

relationship between the individual and the community. 

5. Can any similarities be drawn between or among texts? 

6. Connect the texts to real world people, experiences, or situations. 

Provide specific examples of how the individual plays a role in the 

community. 

7. Pick one contemporary issue (from recent global news events, 

national news events) that you care deeply about to first understand 

what you think the world needs to improve upon.  

8. Determine tolerance/empathy’s role in creating positive outcomes 

in communities (literature and real world). 

9. Evaluate the role of majority rule. 

10. What are moral obligations of a citizen? 

11. What is the true meaning of freedom? 

12. How does literature reflect the human condition? 
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Discussion Starters:  

Text Specific Quote from text that you could use to 

defend or challenge 

What do you think about the 

quote? 

What is another question you could ask 

about the text? 

Source 

   
Source 

   
Source 

   
Dec. of 

Independence    
Dec. of Sentiments 

   
Crisis 1 Paine 

   
Self-Reliance 

   
Civil Disobedience 

   
Letter from 

Birmingham Jail    
Ghandi’s text 

   
Gettysburg Address 

   
“Corn Pone 

Opinions”    
Douglass 

Autobiography    
Other Literary 

Example    
Other Historical 

Example    
Other Sources 
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Overarching Seminar Question: What is the citizen’s responsibility to the 

community? 

 

Your thesis: 

 

 

Reason 1: 

 

Evidences: 

 

 

 

Reason 2: 

 

Evidences: 

 

 

 

Reason 3: 

 

Evidences:  

 

 

 

 


