
Understanding 
 Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Fall of the House of Usher” 

(Mrs. Mitchell’s 1
st

 quarter STEM project for AP Language; 10/23-31) 
 

1. Problem: What has happened to Roderick Usher’s sister? Why is he so sick? 
What happened to the house? How do we figure out the mystery? How will we 
present our findings? 
 
2. Research/hypothesis: What are some possible illnesses Roderick may have? 
What clues are in the story to help you understand the problem? What do all of 
the allusions the narrator refers to mean? How do they contribute to the plot? 
What resources do we need to help us understand the allusions? What resource 
can we use to close our case and present evidence? How will we present our 
findings (weebly, google slides, glogster, thingthink, paper report)? 
 
3.  Brainstorm possible solutions: With group members, what are some ways we 
can create a forensic report that provides answers to this mystery? 
 
4. Choose the best solution. Delegate forensic report pages. Delegate analysis 
lenses. Compile evidence to present. 
 
5. Build a model or prototype. All group members complete their delegated 
tasks to complete the report.  
 
6. Test the solution. Share with partners. Peer edit. 
 
7. Communicate your solution.  Post link to your work on Canvas so that others 
can view your results and make comments. 
 
8. Redesign as needed. After sharing results and reviewing class comments, 
discuss with group. What are your successes? What are your areas in need of 
improvement? Reflect on how well your group worked together. What were 
some problems or constraints? What would make it better? What would you 
change if you could do it all over again? What have you learned? 



 
 

 

(10 points each)   

 

 Fair, equitable team delegations and Effective communication 

 Full peer participation and On task behavior 

 Completed daily goal chart and reflections 

 10 examples of textual support proving final conclusions  (with page #s) 

 Accurate textual reading of passage 

 cited research explaining 10 allusions and their connections 

 explanations of how allusions helped you solve your case 

 researched analysis of:  

                 house features, characters’ psychology diagnosis, 

 family and sibling dynamics, environmental effects, societal effects, poem 

 title page with group members’ names and other organized pages 

 creative and neat, visual evidence (10 pics) 

 flawless grammar and spelling  

Overall Score: 

Teacher Comments:  



Before you start: 
What are your 
goals for the 
day? What does 
your team need 
to get done? 

After you start: 
How did it go? 
What were some 
challenges? 
Successes? 

What do you 
need to do 
before 
tomorrow? 

Mrs. Mitchell’s 
assessment and 
suggestions 

 

 


