PRE- Synthesis Seminar Work
Directions: Complete the following study guide BEFORE you come into to discuss!!! Be prepared! Practice this now and write an amazing essay later!!! These are the basic skills to help you succeed in writing a superior synthesis essay, but if you cannot do this in a seminar, you certainly will not be able to do this in a synthesis essay!

	1. What is the prompt asking you to do? Keep in mind that if you do not answer the prompt question at all or if you do not understand the prompt, you will fail.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	2. (After you have read and annotated all of the sources...) What is your thesis? Keep in mind this is your main point in writing the essay entirely and it better answer the prompt! 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


3. What three sources support your thesis and why? Keep in mind that if you don’t do this you will not get the mark you want. AP readers want to know that you know how to choose the correct sources to support your thesis and that you have read the sources critically. They are also looking to make sure you understand the speaker, occasion, audience… in your essay. They want to see that you can evaluate and integrate the sources.
	Source
	Why does it show or connect with your point?
	S
	O
	A
	P
	S
	Tone

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


4. Pick any three direct quotes from source and explain how they support your argument.

	Quote
	Explanation and connection to thesis

	
	

	
	

	
	


5. “Enter into conversation with the texts”! What are some questions or interesting problems with the sources? The AP readers want to know that you are thinking about what you are reading, not just plopping source examples in support your thesis.
	

	

	

	

	

	


6. What connections do you have to support your position? Don’t leave anything in the table blank. If you don’t know, 1) talk to a variety of people and 2) investigate using a variety of news sources.
	Connection
	Explanation: How does it connect?

	(personal)


	

	(current event)


	

	(literature)


	


7. Thoroughly consider: Why on earth should any educated American citizen care about the topic? What are its implications? Why is it important or significant or relevant?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


8. Rate the level of persuasiveness… Try to give an example for each.
	Source
	Ethos
	Pathos
	Logos
	Fallacies
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