SAT Practice Essay

The essay gives you an opportunity to show how effectively you can develop and express ideas. You should, therefore, take care to develop your point of view, present your ideas logically and clearly, and use language precisely. 

The essay will measure your ability to:

· develop a point of view on an issue presented in an excerpt 

· use reasoning and evidence based on reading, studies, experience, and observations to support that point of view 

· follow the conventions of standard written English 

Your essay must be written on the lines provided on your answer sheet - you will receive no other paper on which to write. You will have enough space if you write on every line, avoid wide margins, and keep your handwriting to a reasonable size. Remember that people who are not familiar with your handwriting will read what you write. Try to write or print so that what you are writing is legible to those readers. 

You have twenty-five minutes to write an essay on the topic assigned below. DO NOT WRITE ON ANOTHER TOPIC. AN OFF-TOPIC ESSAY WILL RECEIVE A SCORE OF ZERO.

Think carefully about the issue presented in the following excerpt and assignment below:

	“Character is like a tree and reputation like its shadow. The shadow is what we think of it; the tree is the real thing.” Abraham Lincoln 
“A good name, like good will, is got by many actions and lost by one.”  Lord Jeffery 
“Character: one of the attributes or features that distinguishes an individual. Someone’s personality or reputation.” –Webster’s Dictionary



Assignment: In your opinion, which character trait has the potential to be the most harmful to an individual?  Plan and write an essay in which you develop your point of view on this issue. Support your position with reasoning and examples taken from your reading, studies, experience, or observations.
