SAT Practice Essay

The essay gives you an opportunity to show how effectively you can develop and express ideas. You should, therefore, take care to develop your point of view, present your ideas logically and clearly, and use language precisely. 

The essay will measure your ability to:

· develop a point of view on an issue presented in an excerpt 

· use reasoning and evidence based on reading, studies, experience, and observations to support that point of view 

· follow the conventions of standard written English 
Your essay must be written on the lines provided on your answer sheet - you will receive no other paper on which to write. You will have enough space if you write on every line, avoid wide margins, and keep your handwriting to a reasonable size. Remember that people who are not familiar with your handwriting will read what you write. Try to write or print so that what you are writing is legible to those readers. 

You have twenty-five minutes to write an essay on the topic assigned below. DO NOT WRITE ON ANOTHER TOPIC. AN OFF-TOPIC ESSAY WILL RECEIVE A SCORE OF ZERO.

Think carefully about the issue presented in the following excerpt and assignment below:
	1. “It is well that war is so terrible, or we should grow too fond of it.” Robert E. Lee 
2. “You can no more win a war than you can win an earthquake.” Jeannette Rankin INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.quotationspage.net/icon_blank.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


 
3. “Take the diplomacy out of war and the thing would fall flat in a week.” Will Rogers 
4. “I'm glad I didn't have to fight in any war. I'm glad I didn't have to pick up a gun. I'm glad I didn't get killed or kill somebody. I hope my kids enjoy the same lack of manhood.” Tom Hanks 
5. “War is a cowardly escape from the problems of peace.” Thomas Mann 
6. “War is an ugly thing, but not the ugliest of things. The decayed and degraded state of moral and patriotic feeling which thinks that nothing is worth war is much worse. The person who has nothing for which he is willing to fight, nothing which is more important than his own personal safety, is a miserable creature and has no chance of being free unless made and kept so by the exertions of better men than himself.” John Stuart Mill 


Assignment: When, if ever, is war the best solution for diplomatic problems? Plan and write an essay in which you develop your point of view on this issue. Support your position with reasoning and examples taken from your reading, studies, experience, or observations.
